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A gem on Gem Lake

Southview helps Gem Lake homeowners transform back yard into entertaining oasis
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After building four custom homes, Gary
and Deanna Tangwall definitely had experi-
ence turning their wish lists into reality. But
after they built and moved into their latest
home on Gem Lake, they left their back yard
mostly untouched. There was a pool and a lit-
tle landscaping, but the Tangwalls always in-
tended to renovate the space for additional
entertaining. A few years of waiting turned
into 12, and in fall 2016, the family finally de-

cided to create the back yard they always
wanted.

“We used to have a cabin up north for 20
years, and we sold that a number of years
ago,” Gary Tangwall says. “Basically, the goal
was having everything here in our back yard,
so there’s no need to go anywhere else.”

The Tangwalls turned to Josh Koller with
Southview Design to design and build their
perfect backyard getaway.

While the Tangwalls already had an in-
ground pool and added a sport court in 2013
for their active family, including two teenage
sons, they wanted to enhance the area for re-
laxing with friends and family. Since they
love to host parties and get-togethers for var-
ious occasions, the Tangwalls wanted the
main focus of the design to be an outdoor
kitchen and living space.

“That’s something that’s very trendy right

now,” Koller says of the expanded outdoor liv-
ing room concept.

As food and drinks are often an important
aspect of hosting get-togethers, the Tangwalls
decided to add several elements to make
cooking and serving easier. A grill is the cen-
terpiece, but several outlets make other ap-
pliances possible. Two refrigerators create

AGEMON GEM LAKE, 3K>

MN Builder License M2

Models Open
Thursday-Sunday
12:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Visit our website
PrattHomes.com

Villas at The Royal Club

1783 Annika Ave N, Lake Elmo
Phase 2 Model Underway

Professional Managed
Snow removal/Lawn Care
Landscape and Irrigation Services

Professional Managed

R
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Call us at 65 1 _429_8032 Located on the perimeter of the Royal Golf Club Community Pool and Club House =
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Villas at Twenty-One Oaks
4859 Sunflower Bay, Woodbury

New Model Coming Soon

Snow removal/Lawn Care
Landscape and Irrigation Services .

RESIDENTIAL ¢« COMMERCIAL ¢ RENTALS ¢ MORTGAGE ¢ SERVICES

THE PLACE TO FIND YOUR NEXT, NEW SPACE
Inside: Open House Directory

Vlllas at Fable Hill
Visit me at the Information Center at our Single Family Model
4528 Fable Hill Pkwy, Hugo
New Model Coming Soon

¢ Professional Managed
¢ Snow removal/Lawn Care
¢ Landscape and Irrigation Services

Fable Hill Single Family
4528 Fable Hill Pkwy, Hugo

We can also build off site
¢ Professional Managed

Landscape Services for common areas
Located next to 100 + acres of Clearwater Creek Preserve
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Open House in
the Pines of North Oaks
12:30-2:00
Call for directions
4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths,
3 Car Garage, 3,551 sq ft

Distinctive detached townhome

NORTH OAKS
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featuring one level living with a
walk-out lower level, with nature
& park views.

MLS #5222954 - $739,900

If you are thinking about downsizing, call me! That is my spermhy'
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Top 1% Locally & Nationally
OldTowneEstates.com BURNET Best Marketing Guaranteed! &

CARMEL CARVER WELCOMES YOU
TO THE ST. CROIX RIVER

47 & 49 132ND AVENUE,

HUDSON Wi

lconic St. Croix River property set at bluff's edge for
remarkable up and down river views with 300+ ft. of sand
beach with tram. Home has been completely renovated
with new 3-car garage with guest apt above. Separate
auxiliary bldg. with separate well/septic. Exceptional
patio/deck overlooking river with lovely perennial gardens.
Located across river from Stillwater with ease of access to
new bridge crossing. A rare and unique property.

$899,000
For more information call:
651-600-2433

www.oflanningan.com
www.Facebook.com/RealtorMNandWI/

HUDSON Wi

Expect more

..the Madores! Katlly and Lisa offer waterfront and move-in ready homes!

HOTLINE # 5-7500

HOTLINE # 57423

OPEN 12:30-2 OVERLOOKING A POND!
Wonderful modified 2-story walkout overlooking
pond and woods. Privacy and nature abound in
both the back yard and across the street. Enjoy an
open floor plan with vaults, hardwood floors, quartz
counters in the kitchen, main floor den or bedroom

Kathy Madore 651-592-4444
kathymadore @edinarealty.com
www.TheMadores.edinarealty.com
Lisa Madore 651-216-1335
lisamadore @edinarealty.com

and spacious deck overlooking the pond and woods
Walkout level finished with family, recreation and
flex rooms. 5455 157th St N, Hugo

OPEN 12:30-2 600’ ON ST CROIX
RIVER! A rare opportunity to own 14 acres
on the St. Croix River with approximately 600’
frontcge! This original owner property shows
it has been meticulously maintained. Features
include Andersen windows, solid 6-panel doors,
newer roof and cherry wood builtins and circular
drlvewoy Easy walk on switchback frail to the river.
Several areas with benches and a fire ring area to
relax and enjoy the western river views qng sunsefs!
1902 37th St, Somerset WI

OPEN 3 4: 30 GREEN LIVING! An
environmentalist ideal setfing! This home features
Geothermal HVAC, solar panels and double wall
construction! Plus it's nestled on a premier lot in
Fields of St Croix overlooking Lake Goetschel and
open prairie space! New Hardie exterior, freshly
painted and new owner’s bath. Enjoy this amazing
home and neighborhood with a Community barn
and walking trails that are maintained in all seasons!

11736 44th St Ln N, Lake Elmo

16 ACRES PLUS LARGE OUTBUILDING!
Conveniently located in Stillwater yet nestled
back off the road offering total privacy! Newly
renovated kitchen featuring granite and SS
appliances, 4 BR’s on the upper level + an indoor
pool for year-round activities! This spacious
home also offers an in-law suite complete
w/kitchenette!  With the Northland  60'x30
outbuilding and the attached 3-car garage this is
a must see property!

CALL OUR 24-HR HOTLINE #952-858-5858 AND ENTER HOTLINE # FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

START YOUR HOME SEARCH HERE
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storage space for perishable ingredients,
dishes and drinks, and two countertops pro-
vide generous preparation space.

A living room area is incorporated between
the kitchen’s two countertop spaces. A couch
and two rockers provide a place for guests to
mingle with and observe those who are
preparing the food, while also giving them
the best view of the flat-screen TV and the
closest seat to the fireplace perpendicular to
the bars.

A large wooden pergola covers the space,
complete with a ceiling fan to keep the family
cool during the summer months.

Although the living room provides some
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seating for guests, the Tangwalls wanted
many more seating options: One of the coun-
tertops is at bar height, with a few barstools,
and a few extra chairs on the patio between
the sport court and the pergola allows guests
to watch the action. Chaises next to the pool
let people sunbathe and dry off after a dip.
Seats surrounding a fire table, enclosed by a
concrete half wall let even more friends and
family members gather around a fire at night.
Yet another smaller pergola attached to the
back of the home gives guests a different
view of the pool, as well as the flowers and
Gem Lake behind it.

To complement the various outdoor living
spaces, the Tangwalls installed a sound sys-
tem that can play different music in the sep-
arate areas of the yard.

“The flexibility where someone could be
listening to country music in the pool, and
somebody could be listening to hard rock out
at the sport court worked out pretty nice,”
Gary Tangwall says.

Koller found himself focusing on connect-
ing the wide range of elements in the back
yard through intentional design. Although he
doesn’t usually create designs with as much
hardscaping, the Tangwalls requested as
much uninterrupted entertaining space as
possible. For example, to accommodate that,
an original raised planter separating the pool
area from the living room was removed so
people could move from area to area without
dodging a bed of

plants and woodchips.

To tie everything together, Koller kept
sight lines open between the sport court and
the outdoor living room by using a see-
through glass fireplace. He placed the flat-
screen TV just above it — at a height that
people in the pool could still watch the TV —
for a sporting event or for movie nights.

Additionally, Koller also used the blue
stone underneath the pergola in other parts
or sections of the hardscape for cohesiveness.

“We did some inlays with the blue stone
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from the firepit, and some inlays around
the pavers of the pool,” Koller says. “Given
the fact that we wanted to have this massive
patio, I think we broke it up the best we could
with the different products.”

The overall result? Family and friends can
now spend time enjoying the weather,
whether it’s in the summer surrounding the
pool or cozied up to the fireplace when it’s
cooler. And they don’t need to go up north for
their favorite activities.

“Tjust love in the morning when I water my
plants, looking at it all ... it’s amazing the
transformation that was made,” Deanna
Tangwall says.

“We call this our own little resort,” Gary
Tangwall agrees.

Lauren Pahmeier is a Twin Cities-based free-
lance writer who writes for Spaces Magazine,
where this article was originally published.
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embodies all the area can offer. On our campus, you will find gracious residences, supper club-atmosphere
dining, hospitality services and amenities, and award-winning, nationally-recognized lifestyle programs - all

convenient to downtown Stillwater’s shopping, restaurants and culture.

INDEPENDENT LIVING |

Please call to schedule your private tour of The Lodge!

107 Bridgewater Way, Stillwater, MN 55082 | 651-439-8200 | thelakesatstillwater.org
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ASSISTED LIVING |

Lakeside living, your way.

Imagine your new life in historic Stillwater. Set on a 50+-acre lakeside campus, The Lakes at Stillwater

CARE SUITES |

THE LAKES
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Senior Living
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